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More than 700 members of the
Denver community will attend the
SeCOﬂd annual A Gift of Time St.
Patrickess Day Bash hOSed by |Oca|
business leader and CEO of Chateau
Development Brad Bennett and his
wife Suzanne, as well as the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Associgtion. Theevent
isto help find acurefor Amyotrophic
Latera Sclerosis (ALS, or Lou
Gehrig's disease), which affects hun-
dredsin Colorado and nearly 40,000
Americans. TheBashwill tekeplace
on Saturday, March 15, at the Hyatt
Regency Downtown Denver.

Event co-chairpersons Brad and
Suzanne Bennett’s involvement in
the fight against AL S began alittle
more than two years ago when Brad
was diagnosed with thefatal disease.

At the time of diagnosis, Bennett
wastold that hewould lose control of
voluntary movementand faced an
average life expectancy of three to
five years. Refusing to succumb to
the disease, the couple explored av-
enues for involvement that led to the
creation of the St. Patrick’'s Day
Bash. In March 2007, the inaugural
event raised more than $896,000, of
which 91 percent went directly to
ALSresearch.

Named for fitness guru Augie
Nieto, the co-founder and former pres-
ident of Life Fitness, Augie's Quest,
MDA's ALS research initiive, is an
aggressive, cure-driven effort singu-
larly focused on finding trestments
amd cures for ALS.  Nationa
spokesperson for the MDA'SAL S Di-
vision, Nieto received a diagnosis of
ALSin March 2005. He and hiswife
Lynne were named co-chairs of the
MDA's ALS Division in December
2005. Together, they have worked to
raise awareness of the MDA's world-
wide leadershipin ALSresearch.

Nieto established Augie's Quest
to ensure the funding for the most ur-
gent ALS research. Striving to find
treatments and a cure for ALS, he

A Gft of Time

St. Patrick’s Day Bash
Saturdg, Mach 15

Hyatt Regency Denver

6 p.m. cocktails and silent auction

7 p.m. dinner and program

Casual attire (green tie optional)

For more information, go to
www.mdagiftoftime.com
303-691-3331
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Brad Bennettand wife, Suzanne,a couple yearsago, eight months
before Brad wasdiagnosed with ALS Brad received the Muscular
Dystrophy Association’s 2007 Robert Ross Personal Achievement

Award for Colorado.

and the MDA have made acombined
commitment of raising $36 million
over three years. Thisfunding isin
addition to the research efforts al-
ready underway by MDA, which
was reported at $8 million in 2006.
Last year, one research development
announced at the ALS international
mesting in Tokyo identified 40 to 50
commongenessharedby patients
with ALS. Thisfinding affirms the
theory that ALS hasagenetic predis-
position and shows promise for fu-
ture treatments and a cure.

The proactive nature of Augie's
Quest and the aggressive, fast-tracked
research it supports is the reason the
Bennetts decided to designate the
proceeds fromthea c it ot Time st
Patrickes Day Bash fOI’ the re%arch
programs of MDA'sAugi€’s Quest.

A cocktail reception and silent
auction will be followed by dinner
and alive auction. Tickets are $125
per person, and corporate sponsor-
shipsstart at $1,000. To support ALS
research and be apart of thismomen-
tous occasion, visit www. mdagiftof-
time.com or call 303-691-3331.

The Muscular Dyst  r ophy Asso-

ciation is a national voluntary
health organization dedicated to
finding treatments and cures for
more than 40 neuromuscular dis-
eases Beyond its worldwide re-
search effort, M D A also provides a
comprehensive patient and com -
unity services program. M D A re-

teives no funding from the

government. W e depend upon the
generosity of businesses and indi-
viduals in our community. To learn
more about the

M DA, visit

ww w .mdausa.o rg.
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Lisa Nichols

In November 2007, local res-
ident Lisa Nichols lost her fight
with ALS. A wife and mother of
seven, Lisais remembered in the
community as an amazing person.

In the summer of 2004,
Nichols had been diagnosed with
ALS and the disease progressed
rapidly. Family and friends of
LisaNichols gathered to help her,
and the group formed Band To-
gether. Their goa was to support
Nichols family emotionally,
physicaly and financialy, and to
raise money for the LisaNichols
Children's Trust. As a result,
some 2,000-community members
raised $130,000.

According to her friend, Susie
Roy, she never missed the oppor-
tunitiesin lifeto give and receive.
Roy promised Lisa that she
would nevergive up searching
for a cure for ALS. Maggie
Nichols, Lisas 22-year-old
daughte, has joined Augi€'s
Quest asacommittee member for
the 2008 Gift of Time. Roy isalso
amember of the committee.



